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The Canadian Campaign for Afghan Peace (CCAP) congratulates Prime Minister Justin Trudeau
and the Liberal Party of Canada on their re-election in the 2021 federal election. We look
forward to working with PM Trudeau and the Liberal government to ensure that the election
promises and policy commitments made to address the Afghanistan crisis are immediately
implemented. 

During the 36-day snap-election, a dedicated group of young Afghan-Canadians from across
the country mobilized to create CCAP, an initiative calling on the government to take urgent
action to support Afghanistan and make Afghanistan an election priority. The campaign
resulted in successfully evoking a set of commitments and endorsements from all major
parties in line with CCAP’s demands, including the Liberal Party committing to resettling
40,000 Afghan refugees in addition to its allocation of $50 million in humanitarian assistance.

However, as the situation in Afghanistan deteriorates, Afghan-Canadians remain concerned
that not enough is being done. The Taliban’s disregard for basic human rights of Afghans is
more apparent every day. Amnesty International has documented the litany of human rights
abuses including repression of the rights of women and girls, the intimidation of human rights
defenders, and the crackdown on freedom of expression. The plight of internally displaced
people and refugees grows immeasurable every day and the country, on the brink of economic
collapse, slides further into poverty, famine, and insecurity. We cannot afford any more delays. 

With the election behind us, Canada must now put words into action and fulfill our
Responsibility to Protect commitment. Specifically, CCAP continues to urge the Government of
Canada to take immediate action to tackle the crisis in Afghanistan by meeting the 40,000
resettlement number this year and increasing it to 95,000 over two years, removing
unnecessary barriers to immigration, including granting Afghans prima facie refugee status,
expanding humanitarian assistance and aid, heightening efforts to protect women, children,
and ethnic minority groups, and advocating for the right to claim asylum.
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As the world watches Afghanistan, it is time for Canada to act on its moral obligation to uphold
human rights and fulfill the promises made to Canadians and Afghans. CCAP and the Afghan
Youth Engagement and Development Initiative (AYEDI) remain committed to working with
representatives from all levels of government to fulfill Canada’s commitments to Afghans. 

Congratulations again to the Liberal Party and all elected representatives – now, let’s get to
work!
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